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National Association of Local Councils (NALC) 

 
Purpose of Report 
 
This report provides background information for the Board meeting with the Chairman and 
Chief Executive of NALC. 

Summary 

The paper reports on joint LGA / NALC activity to date and outlines the ‘What next for 

localism’ inquiry launched by NALC and the Local Democracy All Party Parliamentary Group 

(APPG). It gives background information on the Sustainable Communities Act and the 

localising of council tax benefit arrangements.  

 

Recommendation 

 
The Chairman and Chief Executive of NALC will be giving a verbal update on NALC’s 

activities. Members are asked to discuss the ‘What next for localism?’ inquiry.  

Action 

Officers to take forward as directed by members. 

 

 

Contact officer: Rebecca Cox 

Position: Programmes Adviser 

Phone no: 0207 187 7384 

E-mail: rebecca.cox@local.gov.uk 
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National Association of Local Councils 

Background 

1. The National Association of Local Councils (NALC) is the nationally recognised 

membership body representing the interests of 9,000 local councils and their 80,000 

local councillors in England. Councillor Ken Browse (Halberton Parish Council in Devon) 

is the Chairman of NALC and was elected in December 2012 with Vice-Chairmen Cllr 

Richard Parry (Sevenoaks Town Council; Kent County Council) and Cllr Deryck Nash 

(Circencester Town Council; Cotswold District Council).  

2. Larger town and parish councils can become non-voting associate members of the LGA; 

an option which arose from previous discussions with NALC. Sandhurst Town Council is 

the only local council in membership.  

3. NALC is in favour of DCLG proposals to allow town and parish councils direct 

submissions to the Secretary of State under the Sustainable Communities Act.  

4. The LGA believes that the current arrangements already give town and parish councils 

freedom to submit proposals to government. The Sustainable Communities Act 

Regulations 2012 place a duty on principal councils to consult and try to reach agreement 

with their communities. This provides additional safeguards to ensure town and parish 

councils can continue to play a full and important role and have their voice properly 

heard. On the other side of the coin, it is a concern that direct submission by the 9,000 

town and parish councils could undermine the current incentive to develop local 

partnership and consultation arrangements, but importantly it could also lead to a big rise 

in possibly repetitive submissions. This could significantly increase the level of 

bureaucracy for both DCLG, and the LGA in its role as Selector, at a time of challenging 

financial pressures and related staff cuts. We understand, however, that Ministers are 

minded to proceed with direct submission by parish and town councils; we will need to 

consider the operational implications of this for our Selector role. 

5. Following consultation with the sector on arrangements for localising council tax, DCLG 

has decided not to alter the arrangement whereby funding attributable to the parish 

precept is provided to billing authorities. Principal authorities are expected to work with 

local parish and town councils to provide certainty over their funding. 

6. NALC has voiced concerns of a scenario where “the billing authority pays over no grant 

and the council tax base is reduced so resulting in an increase in the council tax rate 

charged for the local council without there being any change in the basic precept.”  

http://www.nalc.gov.uk/


 

 

LGA Leadership Board 

9 January 2013 

Item 1 

 

     

7. The LGA highlighted concerns from principal authorities about the potential financial 

burden should they be left covering parish shares of any mismatch between council tax 

benefit funding and provision. 

Joint LGA / NALC work 

8. The LGA and NALC co-hosted a sold-out conference in March 2012 on approaches to 

localism.  

9. In Open Public Services 2012, Government undertook to ask the LGA and NALC to 

produce a set of models for devolving services to neighbourhoods. Officers have jointly 

produced a report called ‘Modelling devolution: working together to deliver local 

services’. The report will be launched at a conference on 30 January 2013.  

10. The LGA, through the Leadership and Localism team, will maintain a watching brief as 

NALC looks to refresh its National Training Scheme and Quality Parish Scheme.  

‘What next for localism?’ inquiry 

11. NALC and the All Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) on Local Democracy have 

launched an inquiry into ‘What next for localism?’ with a specific focus on the role of 

local (parish and town) councils. The APPG is chaired by Rory Stewart MP (Con) with 

Vice-Chairs Tristram Hunt MP (Lab) and Lord Greaves (LD). 

12. The inquiry aims “to get people thinking about the future of local councils, and asking 

what next for localism? Generating ideas about how the current policy, legislative and 

financial frameworks can be improved. And working out what support is needed to really 

unlock the capacity and potential of local councils – including everyone working in and 

around them – and what can be done to enhance their delivery capability and 

productivity. More than anything we hope through the Inquiry to come up with radical 

new ideas to help hyper local democracy truly flourish into the future.” 

13. The inquiry is being run along non-traditional lines, with people being encouraged to 

submit their ideas via a website. Officers will draft a response following a steer from 

Board members. This might include learning from community budgets, public service 

reform, and the LGA’s independent local government campaign.  

http://www.nalc.gov.uk/
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmallparty/register/local-democracy.htm
http://whatnextforlocalism.org/

